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In 1982 in Springfield MO, USA. 1
saw a demonstration of Yang Style Taiji—

quan and it caused me to be so curious



about the movement that I began learning it.
I learned from many different sources and
Teachers. However, all of them still caused
me to have more questions.
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I met Grandmaster Chen Zhenglei in
2001 in Cedar Rapids Iowa at a YMCA
where he was holding a little workshop. I
know I wanted to learn Chen Style Tajjiquan,
but who could I learn from? I had several
choices at the time, but because of my feeling
for Grandmaster I chose to follow him. This
was whether or not he would teach me, I
didn’ t care. I figured that if I was persistent
and a good student, he would eventually have
to take me seriously and teach me. So I invit—
ed him to Kansas City for a seminar and he
asked me to be a student at that time.
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In 2004 my father passed away in the
night from a heart attack. At that time Grand—
master was staying in my home for a week—
end Seminar. I was emotionally devastated
and had to leave for Oklahoma to help with
the Funeral. Grandmaster was accompanied
by some of my previous students and left be—
fore I returned home.
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In 2006 I travelled to China and in

Zhengzhou [ participated in the ceremony
to become an In—door disciple). There I
made a speech and let everyone know how

I felt about Grandmaster and Shimu. Now
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= Wang Ting, Chen Jiao Pi,

that my father was gone, and my mother

)| had passed away in 1993, I had a deep feel—

ing that they were my parents now. I still
feel that way today and want everyone to

know this.
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[ have worked very hard for many
many years to practice and promote Chen
Family Taijiquan. Every Class I carry a pic—
ture of Chen Wang Ting. I have taught
Taiji to all ages from as young as 3 to as ex—
perienced as 106. Every student I have told
them stories of the Chen Family, of Chen
Chen Zheng

¢/ Lei, and how Taijiquan has travelled to this

City and their locations from the first gen—
eration down to me, and now to them.
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When the Pandemic
hit the USA and here in
Missouri and Kansas. My class—
es had to stop for some time. So my son Jon—
athon helped me start having classes on
ZOOM. I could not stop teaching even with
a pandemic. My classes began to start up
again. I got to start some classes at the Kansas
City Health Department since the Director
was a student at another location. I started

teaching in a Park in North Kansas City. I
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started the Park Hill Community Center
Classes back and they have grown to be four
classes a week from Beginners to Intermedi—
ates, to Advanced, and even Push—hands
Classes.
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[ started having some
Teacher Training Classes and
wrote manuals for Students to
follow for teaching. These stu—
dents became teachers and started
their own classes. Some of them didn’ t
start classes, but they decided to help those
who did. Our students and Teachers all work
together for the same goal. Promoting and
spreading the teaching of Chen Family Taiji—
quan.
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In 2019 we decided to go to Las
Vegas for the Light of Tai Chi Seminar.
We took a large group of students and
everyone became more interested in the
culture and deeper teachings of Taiji—
quan. We were glad to be back in touch
with Grandmaster and Shimu.

After that the students were very ea—
ger to learn more Taijiquan so we started
more advanced workshops twice a month
and the group has been growing steady.

We have been practicing Weapons as



well as Push Hands and studying the
Lao Jia more deeply.
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One of our students, Marilyn
Howard, had moved to Haines Alas—
ka to be near her daughter and
grandchildren.  She  had  gone
through our teacher training and said
she would start teaching in Alaska.
We heard from her after the pan—
demic, and she told us she had been
teaching a lot of students in Haines
and had some advanced students that
wanted to go through teacher train—
ing. So we took some of our students
and went to Haines Alaska and held
workshops and some teacher train—
ing where we had four teachers pro—

moted. One of which is here today.
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Today I am honored and so proud
to be promoted as an In—Chamber
Disciple by Grandmaster Chen Zheng
Lei and Shimu. Thank you so much
for coming to Kansas City to allow me
this honor. I cannot say how proud I
feel of my Chen Tajiquan Family.

Thank you for teaching me all these



years.
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Our school has made great progress in
teaching Tajjiquan in Kansas City and even
Alaska, but we still want to promote more
and grow larger as a school. Now that we
have many supporters, students, teachers, and
even 14 students that arepledging to become
Disciples of Myself:«-+--

[ feel confident to report to Grandmaster
Chen and Shimu that we who represent
Three Dragons Way are successtul, strong,
and prepared to carry on the Chen Family

Taijiquan!!!
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Now I will make my Promises and my

Oath before all those gathered today.
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Promises:

[ promise to Honor and Respect my
Teacher, School, and Fellow Students.

[ promise to never misuse my teaching
and skalls.

[ promise to pass on the teaching and les—
sons of my Teacher and School.

Oath:

If T ever betray my promises to my
Teacher, School, or Fellow Students, I ex—
pect to be severed from them.
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Gary Jon Huft

Kansas City, Missourt,

July 22, 2023
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